THE LIFE OF PERICLES.                  351
to haue some one to sticke on their side against him, and to lessen thereby somewhat his authoritie, that he might not come to rule all as he would : they raised vp against him, one Thucydides, of the towne of Alopecia, a graue wise man, and father in law to Cimon. This Thucydides had lesse skille of warres then Cimon, but vnderstood more in ciuill gourne-ment then he, for that he remained most part of his time within the city: where continually inueighing against Pericles in his pulpit for oratios to the people, in short time he had stirred vpa like companie against the faction of Pericles. For he kept the gentlemen and richer sort (which they call Nobilitie) from mingling with the common people, as they were before, when through the multitude of the commons their estate and dignitie was obscured, and troden vnder foot. Moreouer he did separate them from the people, and did assemble them all as it were into one body, who came to be of equall power with the other faction, and did put (as a man will say) a counterpoise into the ballance. For at the beginning there was but a litle secret grudge onely betweene these two factions, as an artificiall flower set in the blade of a sword, which made those shew a litle, that did leane vnto the people : and the other also somewhat that fauoured the Nobilitie. But the contention betweene these two persons, was as a deep cut, which deuided the citie into two factions: of which the one was called the Nobilitie, and the other the communaltie. Therefore Pericles giuing yet more libertie vnto the people, did all things that might be to please them, ordaining continuall plaies and games in the citie, many feastes, bankets, and open pastimes to enter-taine the commons with such honest pleasures and deuises: and besides all this, he sent yerely an armie of threescore gallies vnto the warres, into the which he put a great number of poore citizens that tooke